Natural disasters have shown humanity in the past and continue to prove the devastating strength of the Earth itself. However, in order to relieve their effects, numerous organisations which cooperate on local, national, and international levels have been appointed. The aim of the article is to outline contemporary international organisations for aid and disaster. Starting with the base structure characteristics, this article will reveal the core mission of international organisations for aid. The analysis will be supported with examples of international cooperation and specific achievements of the organisations including the perspective of the past 8 years. In the conclusions, the author argues that educational and informative actions are necessary to enhance cooperation among different organisations and their stakeholders.
Introduction
Natural disasters are something neither human being nor animal can actually control at their fullest. A disaster is defined as "a serious disruption of the functioning of a society, causing widespread human, material, or environmental losses which exceed the ability of the affected society to cope using only its own resources. Disasters are often classified according to their speed of onset (sudden or slow), or according to their cause (natural or man-made)" 1 . All that's created can be demolished so easily by natural forces that at times one has to wonder how fragile human life actually is. It must be noted that environmental risks, including chronic and catastrophic forms of 'natural disaster', occur as part of the development process 2 . In some cases, they can be predicted and actions can be taken to limit the losses, to recover and reconstruct after a cataclysm. That is why it is important to implement interoperable, common solutions that enable fast and efficient signal transmission and prediction of their development 3 . Natural disasters might be different in their form, their way of striking or in their scale of potential harm but nonetheless, all of them are positively dangerous.
Hurricanes are one of the mightiest natural disasters because of their scale and capability for demolition. Earthquakes can be as destructive as well, killing thousands and sometimes capable of changing the very shape of the earth beneath our feet. Tornadoes are brief but usually quite intense and violent, potentially causing strong winds. Flooding is the most common natural hazard, even though one of the easiest to predict it can cause a great deal of material cost and human victims. It may also lead to flooding of warehouses and facilities containing hazardous substances and their release into the environment. The purification of this type of sewage will be very difficult, costly and will require unusual procedures, e.g. when removing radioactive contamination 4 . Drought is a rarer natural disaster but with the power to starve to death whomever faces it 5 . It is vital to stress that natural disasters may cause other harmful incidents, especially in areas where factories and nuclear power plants containing toxic industrial materials are located; in such cases, the deployment of special rescue teams is required 6 to organise smooth traffic of victims during liquidation of the contamination 7 . It also requires specialist laboratories enabling professional identification of hazardous substances 8 .
Aid and support in cases of natural disasters is provided in a lot of forms, among them there can be individuals, international, non-governmental, governmental or national organisations, governments and different agencies, programmes and mechanisms 9 . Most of them in times of crisis are connected in a complex web of interaction and work for the purpose of preserving human health. International organisations (IO) for aid engage with one another at different levels and in different ways. Most IOs offer humanitarian aid and International Assistance 10 , some of them focus on issues regarding hunger, others on human trafficking, education, health care, human rights, environmental issues and other areas according to their objectives and mission. There are plenty of different organisations around the globe that are profoundly working in the field of post-natural disaster relief but we will only briefly look at a few of them in this article. The article explores the concept of International Organisations for Disaster Relief and analyses the role of key organisations in disaster relief: the United Nations (UN), the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), the European Union (EU) and the International Red Cross Organisation (IRCO). It organises and systematises knowledge about international organisations for disaster relief.
International Organisations for Disaster Relief
The structures of IOs can have a few modifications but in essence, their structure is almost identical to the structure of any enterprise or corporation and, therefore, notably hierarchical. Each organisation has its own leader (head of organisation), its accounting department and its managers of various fields and projects 11 . For the purpose of accomplishing their tasks, IOs require substantial resources. Conducting humanitarian relief programmes is a convoluted and indeed expensive process, so most of them accept official funds. IOs alongside NGOs are part of the so called social movements within a civil society, as such IOs usually mobilise resources in the form of financial donations, materials or volunteer labour, in order to sustain their projects and programmes, and they may provide their funds from different governments, contributors, membership fees, programmes and mechanisms 12 . When considering the financial aspect and funding, it is important to have transparency in the operations and goals so that the chance of fraud and corruption is limited. Such organisations are helping communities recover from crisis and improve their resilience to cope with future emergencies. Their concept is to help prevent disasters, food crises and human and material losses through promoting environmental sustainability and empowering people economically so that they are better prepared for difficult times and if difficult times should come, the organisation's priorities are to help with reorganisation and restoration.
Aid can be subdivided into a few categories: humanitarian aid unfolded in emergency relief activities as a response to natural disasters and a development aid target to assist countries in achieving long-term sustainable economic growth 13 . Some aid organisations carry out both kinds of aid, whilst others specialise in one aspect. Organisations use different kinds of specific assets and activities needed to respond to or prepare for disasters, such as emergency stocks, shelters, communitybased early-warning systems, communication tools and networks of volunteers.
Reducing the impact of future disasters through disaster preparedness and risk reduction is by far the most contemporary concept and is inevitably becoming a part of IOs' performance policies and priorities 14 .
United Nation Organisation (UN) as International Actor for Disaster Relief
The 72nd anniversary of the foundation of the United Nations was celebrated in 2017. The United Nations is an international organisation founded in 1945. Data gathered through this monitoring system allows for understanding of disaster risk in all its dimensions, which is the first priority of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. With the Sendai Monitor System, UN Member States are able to use the mechanism to report on their progress in achieving the seven targets of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. The Sendai Monitor also allows for reporting against common indicators for key Sustainable Development Goals, notably on poverty eradication, resilient cities and climate action. The tool is incredibly useful as an instrument to review progress and guide development and implementation of strategies that will reflect the priorities.
For the successful co-ordination and running of joint activities, the UN Office has created several mechanisms and offices. Within the UN Secretariat, a central place for international humanitarian cooperation is OCHA (the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs); its functions are related to the mobilisation, funding and coordination of humanitarian action in response to natural or man-made disasters. The Office headquarters is in New York and there is an office in Geneva as well as 30 regional and local offices. The service employs 613 international and 1,182 local staff. OCHA is headed by the Emergency Relief Coordination. The Coordinator monitors all the situations in the world that require the provision of humanitarian aid by the United Nations and acts as the "contact point" for all humanitarian aid activities.
The mission of OCHA is to mobilise and coordinate humanitarian work in partnership with national and international actors with the following objectives: relief of human suffering in disasters and accidents; protecting the rights of people in need; helping to improve preparedness for disaster prevention and response; and helping to adopt lasting solutions to humanitarian issues.
There are representations of mechanisms such as the ReliefWeb. The ReliefWeb is a humanitarian information source which maintains insight on worldwide disasters and crises. It is a specialised digital service of the UN Office for the OCHA 16 . It provides reliable and timely information, enabling humanitarian workers to make informed decisions and to plan an effective response. It collects and delivers key information, including the latest reports, maps and info graphics from trusted sources. ReliefWeb is also truly valuable because of its network. The United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) system is an example of a mechanism designed to assist the UN in meeting international needs for early and qualified information during the first phase of a sudden-onset emergency and in the coordination of incoming international relief at national level and/or at the site of the emergency. It is designed to deploy staff and experts at very short notice (12-24 hours) anywhere in the world.
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Fig. 1.The United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) system
Another example is The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) that is designed to serve as a centrepiece in the United Nations system for the coordination of disaster reduction and to ensure synergies among the disaster prevention activities of the United Nations system and regional organisations. Its core areas of work include ensuring disaster risk reduction in unison with the climate change progress, increasing investment for risk reduction, building disaster-resilient cities, schools and hospitals, and strengthening the international system for risk reduction 19 . The UNISDR's vision is anchored on the four priorities for action set out in the Sendai Framework: understanding disaster risk, strengthening disaster risk governance to manage disaster risk, investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience, and enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response and recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction 20 .
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) as International in Disaster Relief
NATO's foundation and comparative advantage is in its military capabilities, including its proficiency in planning, organising and conducting operations involving armed forces and military interventions. NATO is not a humanitarian organisation, NATO is an organisation for peace, security and stability. However, the organisation also works intensively on emergency relief and uses all possible resources to bring relief to victims of disasters. Crisis management mechanisms can involve military and non-military measures so that NATO can engage in any of the phases -before, during and after the disaster.
The involvement in the humanitarian aid activity also introduced NATO to a new society, that of the international humanitarian organisations. The World Health Organisation (WHO) and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) were among the first new partners for NATO.
The structure of NATO's organisations and agencies operating in the civil emergency protection contains: Civil Emergency Planning; Senior Civil Emergency Planning Committee (SCEPC); Civil Emergency Planning Boards and Committees; Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination Centre (EADRCC); Management and Disaster Response Centre of Excellence (CMDR COE).
NATO Centres of Excellence (COE) and Coordination Centres are nationally or multi-nationally sponsored entities which offer expertise and experience for the benefit of the countries of the alliance.
The Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination Centre (EADRCC) is NATO's principal civil emergency response mechanism in the Euro-Atlantic area. It is active all year round, operational on a 24/7 basis, and involves NATO's 29 Allies and all partner countries. The Centre functions as a clearing-house system for coordinating both requests and offers of assistance mainly in the case of natural and man-made disasters. The centre is located in the V building at the NATO Headquarters in Brussels. It is designed as a regional coordination mechanism, supporting and complementing the UN efforts. Furthermore, its principal function is coordination rather than direction. In the event of a disaster requiring international assistance, it is up to individual NATO Allies and partners to decide whether to provide assistance, based on information received from the EADRCC. Some of the responsibilities of the Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination Centre, include frequent consultation with UN-OCHA to coordinate the responses of the EuroAtlantic Partnership Council (EAPC to disasters happening in the EAPC area; to act as a central coordination point for information distribution among EAPC countries and to maintain close connections with UN-OCHA and the European Union as well as other organisations involved in international disaster response. Additionally, regular major disaster exercises are organised in different participating countries to practice procedures, provide training for local and international participants, build up interoperability skills and capabilities and harness the experience and lessons learned for future operations. Since 2000, the EADRCC has conducted field exercises every year and, since 2016, a new line of exercises using virtual reality technology has emerged. Virtual reality is considered an inevitable part of the upcoming future and for this reason, much effort is currently concentrated there.
A great example of a local office is the Crisis Management and Disaster Response Centre of Excellence (CMDR COE) located in Sofia, the Republic of Bulgaria. It was established on 28 August 2013. According to the official reports on the CMDR COE web page (01.06.2018), the Centre has two Sponsoring Nations -Greece and the Republic of Poland, and one Framework Nation -the Republic of Bulgaria. The CMDR COE is founded upon the Memoranda of Understanding (MOU): the Operational MOU between the Participating Nations and the Functional MOU between the Participating Nations and NATO Supreme Allied Commander Transformation Headquarters (HQ SACT) 22 . The CMDR COE is an accredited, fully operational, NATO COE focusing its work on one of NATO's main tasks -Crisis Management. The Centre provides the best practices and usage of available resources and infrastructure, in close cooperation with national and international military and civilian entities and experts, and it serves as a focal point of a Crisis Management and Disaster Response Community of Interest. The main goal of the CMDR COE is to facilitate operations and help in crisis management and disaster response operations through collaborative partnerships.
To accomplish the Centre's mission, CMDR COE provides expertise and advice on crisis management and disaster response, and contributes by enforcing the concept of development and experimentation. The Centre provides education and training opportunities, including mobile training teams, encompassing both civilian and military experts from senior military and civilian leadership to staff level, as well as units and teams. The CMDR COE is working and cooperating with the Joint Analysis and Lessons Learned Centre (JALLC) and serves as a storehouse for International, National and NATO shared information, analysis and insight information on crisis management and disaster response 23 . At an international level, the Centre cooperates with the EU, UN, Allied Command Transformation (NATO), and OSCE: the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe. 
European Union's (EU) mechanisms for Disaster Relief
In accordance with the four foundation principles enshrined in international humanitarian law, EU humanitarian aid sees people's hardships and pain and gives special attention to the most defenceless and exposed people, respecting the dignity of all victims, favouring no conflict, providing assistance only based on needs, without any discrimination and acting independently of any programme, whether political, economic, military or otherwise.
Civil protection and humanitarian aid are correlative. If a need for humanitarian aid occurs, the European Commission's Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations Unit shares duties with the EU Member States and together they function as one of the world's leading humanitarian donors. As regards civil protection, the European Union takes an auxiliary role by coordinating voluntary contributions for assistance in the form of goods and provisions from states that take part in the EU Civil Protection Mechanism. The EU Civil Protection and Humanitarian Operations Units have been assisting people at risk since 1992. The year-round budget for its humanitarian operations is more than 1 billion EUR, and it is helping up to 120 million people every year. When a catastrophe occurs, every minute is important for saving life. An immediate, coordinated and pre-planned response is needed. The EU is committed to ensuring timely and effective response to disasters and ensuring that European aid meets the real needs of the affected population, whether in Europe or beyond.
The Emergency Response Coordination Centre (ERCC) is set up to support, coordinate and swiftly respond to disasters, both within the European Union and outside of it. The Centre uses assets and supplies from states that partake in the EU Civil Protection Mechanism.
With the capacity to deal with multiple simultaneous emergencies in different time zones, the ERCC is a 24/7 coordination centre that facilitates the response to emergencies, helping to reduce unnecessary duplication of effort. It collects and analyses real-time information disaster management, monitoring capacities, and preparing deployment plans. Experts, teams and equipment work with Member States to identify available assets and coordinate the EU response to disasters by combining offers of assistance with the needs of the country hit by disaster.
The ERCC also supports a wide range of training activities, starting from prevention, through awareness-raising seminars to operational exercises that simulate prompt emergency response. 
Fig. 3.The Emergency Response Coordination Centre (ERCC)
Many disaster relief and post-crisis management operations have their own objectives depending on the nature of the crisis, which define the scope and scale of the response. EU mechanisms have the capacity to deal with post-crisis management and, more specifically, disaster relief operations using their quality coordinating system and the sufficiency of human resources and technical support. . The organisation's base principles are humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, unity and universality. These seven fundamental points provide a conscientious, functional and institutional framework for the performance of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. They assist people in need during armed conflict, natural disasters and other emergencies. The foremost asset of the organisation is the human resource -the volunteers 26 . After disasters, volunteers quickly adapt themselves, searching for new and original measures to help people in need and facilitate their journey through the difficulties and distress.
The International Red Cross Organisation
Volunteers usually apply local solutions to help people at risk. They are focused on the small-town community -they stay, work there, and they give their best to try to acknowledge and get to know the culture, languages and needs. Their services include emergency and ambulance services, blood contributions and first aid. The organisation's working focus is also on programmes based on the potential effects of climate change. The program's objective is to get across the idea that the future will bring new risks and that there has to be better planning at every stage of the disaster management cycle. Projects include acknowledging a better use of weather forecasts as a key component of any early-warning system, raising people's awareness of climate change as an issue and the setting-up of local disaster reduction committees and preparedness training 27 . For the benefit of all their projects and programmes, the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement use their own "Disaster Management Information System (DMIS)". This is a web-based working tool made accessible only to Red Cross and Red Crescent staff working in National Societies, delegations and Geneva headquarters. It is a system from which users have access to real time information on disaster trends; online internal and external resources and tools and databases that they can use at any time. 
General conclusions
The article reviewed the nature and legal status of international organisations dealing with disaster relief. The work and impact of IOs, both at the domestic and international levels, has been widely recognised, studied and appreciated. As they carry out their work, they do face many serious problems such as administrative difficulties, cultural and language obstacles, corruption, difficulties with finding donors and sponsors, difficulties with crossing frontiers, customs clearance, transportation of relief supplies, and status of relief personnel 29 . In order to increase the awareness of society about these organisations' 'area of activities, there should be actions which popularise knowledge about them and engage individuals and groups in supporting their actions. It is worth noting that dealing with natural disasters is part of education for security and safety, which can be formal and informal, traditional or supported with new technologies 30 . This kind of education steadily gains the attention of stakeholders, which is reflected in the appointment of international working groups which operate in military and civilian environments 31 . Education on types of organizations for aid, how to support them, or just how to prevent or relieve a crisis situation should be based on engaging and motivating activities 32 and meaningful tasks 33 .Such educational or informative actions may enhance further cooperation between different units as the awareness of their personnel and leaders is improved.
Another major impact is associated with the amount of publicity disasters get or, simply paraphrased, how many media channels have broadcast information of a recent disaster. This is vital to the work of establishing partnerships with governments, donors and other stakeholders and supporting the recovery programmes of the organisations. But even in the face of all these stumbling blocks, IOs must work effectively not only with other organisations but with civil society, the academic, scientific and research entities, business, professional associates and private sector financial institutions, the social media and information centres to establish the trust and confidence necessary for successful future operations. The free and fast exchange of information on the disaster is essential to ensure effective international cooperation. The harmonisation of efforts should result and have been resulting in more lives being saved and less economic collapses. Perhaps NATO's quote should be left as an indicator of a better future: "International organisations do not work in isolation. They complement each other to help create a peaceful environment in which economies can flourish and individuals prosper" 34 .By combining new technologies, shared information through a global network distributing humanitarian assistance to civilians worldwide is becoming more and more sufficient every day.
